7 Photo History 


From September 2019 
(Volume 104) 


Photo History 


I’ve got a lovely new 39” Panasonic tv. I’Il 
“It’s Not My Problem” just dump the box round the corner... 


...’50 it’s not my problem” 


Those words may come 
back to haunt us. 


| swim every morning and that is my ‘thinking time’. As | slowly breast 
stroke up and down the almost empty pool | think about my day ahead 
and various other thoughts.. 


On the way to the pool | passed this latest addition to the pavement rubbish that appears over- 
night. Cars park here and open the windows and the drivers throw out their ‘fast-food’ debris 
every night. 


“It’s Not My Problem” 


The Salton Sea in California was formed In 1905 when flood waters breached two dykes and formed two 
new rivers that quickly inundated the valley. Over a 


period of approximately two years these two newly 


road siding, and Torres-Martinez Native 
American land were also submerged. This 
fapidly became an exploited vacation par- 
adise Several multi-million dollar marinas 
and yacht clubs sprung up around the 
shoreline but it quickly became toxic as it had no outlet. The salt and chemicals dumped by 
agricultural runoffs and industries began to rise while the water level remained the same, re- 
sulting in increased concentration of toxic chemicals. Over the years, fish began to die in large 
masses - tens of thousands of dead fish and birds began regularly washing up on the shore of 
the Salton Sea. When in the summer of 1999, 7.6 million Tilapia died from oxygen starvation 
caused by the overabundant algae, the authorities knew the situation was grim. Their rotting 
carcasses rimmed parts of the Sea for over ten years. Combined with the decaying algae, the 
smell was overwhelming. 


“It’s Not My Problem” 


On a different scale Lynn and | walk in our local park very often and at the end of a lovely day we see piles and piles of 
discarded rubbish where people have come to relax, enjoy the park and then leave without taking their rubbish with them . 
What we fail to understand is that these people have come to a beautiful park and yet leave it desecrated by their litter. 
Strange attitude...enjoying the park for its beauty and then defiling it. “It’s Not My Problem” 


‘Extinction Rebellion’ is a global environmental movement with the stat- 
ed aim of using nonviolent civil disobedience to compel government ac- 
tion to avoid tipping points in the climate system, biodiversity loss, and 
the risk of social and ecological collapse. With my son and family actively 
involved | find myself in a strange situation. Yes, Lynn and | obviously 
totally agree with their philosophy and indeed admire the young voice 
clamouring for change NOW .....but not always agreeing with the disrup- 
tion caused by the demonstrations. However we also don’t agree with 
friends that only whinge about the chaos caused in London and don’t see 
further into what will happen if we don’t do something and do it sooner, 
rather than later. Most of my friends have kids and grandchildren and | 


emphatically say “YES...It IS our problem”. 


Forbes Magazine listed the US as having the most billionaires per capita of any 
country. , but in April 2018 the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment noted that "California had about 134,000 homeless individuals, which 
represented about 24 percent of the total homeless population in the nation 
attributing its cause to the housing shortage...Build more affordable housing!! 
It’s not a difficult riddle. Weare no better here” as . Nearly 170,000 people 


are roughing it in the capital. “It’s Not My Problem” 
Look around ourselves, not at our comfortable middle- 


class cocooned life-style, and “Yes | include myself.” Look 
further afield, look at climate change, look at the incredi- 
bly fast melting of the ice caps. Look at deforestation 


-the permanent destruction of forests in order to make 
the land available for other uses. An estimated 18 million 
acres (7.3 million hectares) of forest, which is roughly 
the size of the country of Panama, are lost each year, 
according to the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO).4 Apr 2018 


Deforestation affect the world—The loss of trees and 
other vegetation can cause climate change, desertifica- 
tion, soil erosion, fewer crops, flooding, increased green- 
house gases in the atmosphere, and a host of problems 
for indigenous people. 


Meat, dairy, and egg production are among 


wt This is a scientific photo showing how the glaciers have 


shrunk in just 30 years...the effect is felt worldwide the leading causes of human-caused climate 


change, soil erosion, water pollution, and 


| hate the use of statistics to prove a point but where it is so obvious it can | the decrease in biodiversity. According to 


not be ignored...Average global temperature has been gradually increasing. A 
great deal of of research has shown that this increase is due to human activi- 
ties, and that climate change is rapidly transforming the world we live in. It is 
already affecting the environment, economy, and society in a variety of 
ways, and will increasingly influence our daily lives as well. While climate 
change is marked by long-term incremental changes such as slowly rising 


the FAO (Food and Agricultural Organization 
of the United Nations), farmed animals are 
responsible for 14.5% of total greenhouse 
gas emissions. Animal agriculture also ac- 
counts for at least half of all food-related 


temperatures and sea levels, it will also result in a greater number of ex- 
treme weather events such as storms, floods, and exceptionally hot sum- 
mers. These will impact negatively on agriculture, general productivity, and 


greenhouse gas emissions. In total, the 


global food system contributes about 30% 


of all human-made emissions. Worldwide, 


human health. Additionally, climate change results in increased incidences of 


heat waves that are especially dangerous for children and elderly people. Pie TOR 20 ininey ane Gale: conpar avons re 


duce more greenhouse gas emissions than 


the whole of Germany. 


. While Lam writing this (October 31st 2019,)there are previously un- 


, heard of ferocious fires spreading across California,... when it hits 


home ITBECOMES OUR PROBLEM..... ..anyway make room,-I’m jumping off my soap box............ 


| My rants within these pages are great therapy but they reflect how Lynn and | (in most cases) feel about the world 
© about us and by including them in our ‘Photo History’ gives another dimension to our lives. 


Finally, on a personal family level. Tammy and Ben are happy but ...Ben is facing a new career move with a ‘just-discovered’ 
blood cancer which we hope upon hope, is controllable. They have been through it in the last few years. Larnie, is going great 
guns in her studies and is really focussed and results show her capabilities. Lynn has had two cataract operations one quickly 
after the other, and as always , she is a total star and carries on as if it was an everyday matter. The great result is only reading 
glasses are now required. | am still swimming daily and alternative days going to the gym while Lynn runs round the park. DP 
is continuing with his Somerset Festival next year with renewed vigour and the kids are an absolute delight and maturing rap- 
idly. Angela is running an outside activity childrens’ day school with website coverage. Or Nepal trip starts in two weeks so 
we have put together a blog as many folk are asking us about it. | hope to be able to cut and paste the contents into a volume 
(or two) of these Photo Histories. This week saw my Sth session assisting young kids with maths help...(Very basic)..and con- 
sidering my lack of expertise in that field) it will remain JUST BASIC.. 
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The restaurant specialised in 


fresh fish which was professional- 
ly filleted at the table 


The lovely pic- 
\ turesque port of 
2 ey, Volosko was at 
y the end of the 
: } long promenade 
walk where we 
had coffee be- 
fore returning 
to Opatija 
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On the third day we walked above Opatija on the Carmen Sylva which 
alk high above fhe bay end then 


to Opatoja along 


was a well signposted woodland 
came down to the sea at LipovicaJand walked bag 
le and incred/ply beautiful walk 


Photo History 
the promenade. About a 3 hou 
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SUMSKI PUT / Forest trail 
Opatija - Veprinac 


Sumsko Setaliste / Forest promenade 


Carmen Sylva 
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Carmen Sylva 


\Veprinac 
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Kolavici 


Vi ste ovdje 


Veprin 
You are here 


Sumski put / Fe 


Nova Cesta 


The walk went through these woods 


his stone 
as painted 
like a fish 
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The sad dog stone 


The beautiful Adriatic 
Lae coastline 


The view from the bridge across to Krk 


Photo Historv a Island where Rijeka Airport is situated 


This is the sleepy airport 


building at Rijeka, Crotia 


We only had a short stay here at the 
airport because Ryanair could not 
land due to high winds 


Then we were coached to another airport that happened 
to be Trieste in Italy where we eventually flew out, arriving 
home at around 6.30pm .........after getting up at 5.15am.!! 


/ In Sept 2019 we decided to do the ‘lads’ walk in and around Much Hadham 
Photo History - in Herts. Initially | did a recce with Gerald and Lynn and | did a later one to 
‘tie-up’ the loose ends. It is a delightful area with many large estates which 
were able to sneak a look at from the back of the massive gardens 
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We came across this ‘treasure hunter’ in a 
__ field with some fascinating finds 
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I’ve never seen so many 


pheasants together 


| doubt if some of these houses have changed 
much in hundreds of years, other than the interiors 
being ‘modernised’ 
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Sometimes the natural shots in the countryside are totally special 
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..sorry, | couldn’t resist 
a ‘little’ manipulation 
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Larnie came down to the allotment to help 


me and we were joined by ‘auntie’ Tammy 


l a 
& Larnie informed us that our pride and 
St joy...our enormous courgette was in fact a 


& cucumber...oops.. 
he 7 
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My French Toast commis chef 


with and without face pack 
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Breakfast in the garden is 
really something special 


Sometimes it’s hard to believe how lucky 
we are with this great park across the road 
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Some lovely wood carvings in the 


wooded areainGrovelands Park * 
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Lynn and Andrea walking round 
the lake..October 2019 
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\ ie “ins ieee af ie : “a tna 
A ; anit 7 DP’s New Dawn Trader 


i" Te SO ye: ject SE mi A 2 ee boat (Gallent) arrived in 
Bristol Harbour (Underfall 
Yard) with it’s tasty cargo 


on sail on the quay. The 
music and sales was organ- 
ised by DP and it was a very 
special September day 


Schooner Gallant in Bristol 
Border dire a ship 


Pre to collect cargo direct fro 


Sail Cargo, Shindig 
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Wine, olive oil, pollen, olive oil, coffee all on sale straight from the boat 
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| The Wing 


Faced Earth 
Figs..A really 
strange name 
but a fantastic 
sound 
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Photo History 


A walk with Gerald & 
Cyril along the Rod- 
ing to Beckton Barri- 
er and Barking Creek 
in Oct 2019 


..doesn’t sound exciting or pretty 
but, strangely enough, in its own 
way , it was fascinating 
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Welcome to The women 
Northern 


pa’ 


BRENIG 


Seagulls evenly spaced 


just for this photo 


Possibly not the best place to 


sit when that cement mixer 
careered out of control 
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The Blewcoat, located in 
Caxton Street, London, was 
built in 1709 as a school for 
the poor (a _ Bluecoat 
school). It was used as a 
school until 1926. In 1954, 
it was purchased by the 


National Trust who used it 
as a gift shop and infor- 
mation centre. In 2013 
fashion designer lan Stuart 
was granted permission to 
refurbish the interior to 
house his bridal gowns, 
special occasion wear & 
evening gown collections 
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Covent Garden with the stall holders as it was years ago ready for 
trade and vans unloading _As years ago and as it is now 


Tammy & Ben just got us tickets for 
White Christmas at The Covent Garden 
Hotel in December. We are suckers for 
these old films...with the added bonus 
of afternoon tea as well 
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The colour shots are now...on a rainy 
day in October 2019...quite a change 


Our favourite evening meeting point...the 
stall in Covent Garden for our ‘bacon sarnie’ 


One of the stalls in the Garden 
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As usual..a great meal at Marion’s 


» with great company and stimulating 


conversation 


= Photo History : 
‘OUR GANG’ 
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The annual cycle as seen on the 
allotment. Potatoes and soft fruit 
reading for harvesting and (the 
grass cut and tidy (thank you Lynn) 


The sign on the oak tree says “Trespassers Will 
| Be Composted”...sign courtesy of Tammy 


: Whitewebbs Lake. It’s hard to believe that | 
Photo History - have enjoyed it here for over 70 years... 


Photo History 


A drizzly day at the end of October 2019 and we found quite a few 
fungi in the undergrowth...mostly well camouflaged and one sees 
more and more when just standing still and looking carefully 
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Photo History 


Apologies for printing so many of these fungi shots but they are very 


beautiful and it’s difficult to edit out any more than | already have done.. 
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